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	National Water Policy (Highlights)

	 
	The National water policy, promulgated in 1999 provides policy direction for water sector. Water resources management in Bangladesh faces immense challenge for resolving many diverse problems and issues. The most critical of these are alternating flood and water scarcity during the wet and the dry seasons, ever-expanding water needs of a growing economy and population, and massive river sedimentation and bank erosion. There is a growing need for providing total water quality management, and maintenance of the eco-system. There is also an urgency to satisfy multi-sector water needs with limited resources, promote efficient and socially responsible water use, delineate public and private responsibilities, and decentralize state activities where appropriate. All of these have to be accomplished under severe constraints, such as the lack of control over rivers originating outside the country's borders, the difficulty of managing the deltaic plain, and the virtual absence of unsettled land for building water structures. 

The National Water Policy will be reviewed periodically and revised as necessary. It will guide management of the country's water resources by all the concerned ministries, agencies, departments, and local bodies that are assigned responsibilities for the development, maintenance, and delivery of water and water related services as well as the private users and developers of water resources. 

Key issues 

The policies set forth are considered essential for addressing the objectives of improved water resources [image: image3.png]National Water Policy Goals

o Address ssugs related to the hamessing and
development of all forms of surface water and
groundwater and management of these resources
in an effcient and equitable manner.

o Ensure the availabilly of water to all slements of
society including the poor and the underpivileged,
and totake into account the particular nesds of
wormen and chidren.

o Accelerate the development of sustainable public
and private water delivery systems with appropiate
legal and financial measures and ncentives,
including delineation of water rights and water
pricing

o Bring instituional changes that il help
decentralize the management of water resources
and erhance the role of women in water
management.

o Develop a legal and regulatory environment that
will help the process of decentralization, and sound
environmental ranagement, and improve the
investment climate for he private sector in water
development and management.

o Develop astate of knowledge and capabilty that
will enable the countryto design future water
resources management plans by tselfwith
economic effciency, gendsr squity, social justice.
and environmental awareness to facitate
achievernent of the water managernent objectives
through broad public participation



management and protection of the environment. Every public agency, every community, village and each individual has an important role to play in ensuring that the water and associated natural resources of Bangladesh are used judiciously so that the future generations can be assured of at least the same, if not better, availability and quality of those resources. The followings are the key issues of the Policy: 

· River Basin Management 

· Planning and Management of Water Resources 

· Water Rights and Allocation 

· Public and Private Involvement 

· Public Water Investment 

· Water Supply and Sanitation 

· Water and Agriculture 

· Water and Industry 

· Water and Fisheries and Wildlife 

· Water and Navigation 

· Water for Hydropower and Recreation 

· Water for the Environment 

· Water for Preservation of Haors, Baors and Beels 

· Economic and Financial Management 

· Research and Information Management 

· Stakeholder Participation 

Institutional and Legal Framework
Over 40 different agencies, organisations and categories of organisations are involved in the water sector, of which 35 are organisations related to central Government. At least 13 different Ministries are involved directly or indirectly. The National Water Resources Council is responsible for coordinating all aspects of water management, and issues directives through its Executive Committee. Under the NWPo, WARPO has been made secretariat to the NWRC and is responsible for preparing the NWMP and subsequent updates, and monitoring implementation. Agencies are responsible for preparing their own sub-regional plans within the framework established by NWMP.

The National Water Policy sets new paradigms for the water sector, which include: decentralized water management; cost sharing and cost recovery; private sector participation; community participation; nontraditional financing modalities; regulation separated from supply; and new rights, obligations and accountability. These will have considerable bearing on the existing institutions and the way in which they manage their affairs and inter-act with others. A new National Water Code is being prepared that would align with Policy requirements. 

www.mowr.gov.bd/ For detail on The National Water Policy, please contact with Ministry of Water Resources.


	Coastal Zone Policy 2005 (Highlights)

	 

	Bangladesh coastal zone covers 19 southern districts with a land area of 47,201 square kilometer and the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of 200 nautical miles in the sea. The coastal zone is inhibited by 35.08 million of population. The coast of Bangladesh is known as a zone of vulnerabilities as well as opportunities. It is prone to natural disasters like cyclone, storm surge and flood. The combination of natural and man-made hazards, such as erosion, high arsenic content in ground water, water logging, earthquake, water and soil salinity, various forms of pollution, risks from climate change, etc, have adversely affected lives and livelihoods in the coastal zone and slowed down the pace of social and economic developments in this region.

	To reduce coastal vulnerabilities, improve the livelihood of the coastal people, ensure the optimum used of coastal resources and create an enabling institutional environment; the Ministry of Water Resources has formulated the Coastal Zone Policy (CZPo), which has been approved by the cabinet on January 17, 2005 and also published in the official Gazette on March 2005. 

The Coastal Zone Policy has been developed for all concerned Ministries, Agencies, Local Government Institutions, NGOs, private sector and the civil society to put their efforts for the development of the coastal zone of Bangladesh. The policy is unique in the sense that it is a harmonized policy that transcends beyond sectoral perspectives. The CZPo initiates a process that commits different Ministries, Departments and Agencies to agree to harmonize and coordinate their activities in the coastal zone and elaborates the basis for a firm co-ordination mechanism. The following are major issues of the policy: 

	Coastal Zone Management: The main principles in ICZM approach would include: 

	a.  integration through harmonization and coordination; 

b.  adoption of a process approach;

c.  linkage to national planning mechanisms;

d.  implementation through respective line agencies;

e.  co-management and participatory decision;

f.   gender equality;

g.  participatory monitoring and evaluation;

h.  supporting national policy of decentralization and development of the private sector;

i.   interventions based on the best available knowledge; efforts to fill knowledge gaps; 

j.   priority setting on issues of the coastal zone.                

Policy Framework: This policy provides general guidance so that the coastal people can pursue their livelihoods under secured conditions in a sustainable manner without impairing the integrity of the natural environment.

Enabling Institutional Environment: Measures will be taken to formulate an appropriate institutional framework and to enact necessary laws and regulations in order to harmonize and coordinate all development activities in the coastal zone.

	
www.mowr.gov.bd/  For detail on Coastal Zone Policy 2005, please contact with Ministry of Water Resources.


	National Water Management Plan – NWMP (Highlights)
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The Government prepared the National Water Management Plan, with the intention of operationalising the directives given by the National Water Policy. In reflecting the objective of rationalising and decentralising management of the sector, the Plan is a framework plan within which line agencies and other organisations are expected to plan and implement their own activities in a coordinated manner. The Plan is presented in three phases: in the short-term (2000-05) it is considered a firm plan of ongoing and new activities; in the medium-term (2006-10) it is an indicative plan, and in the long-term (2011-25) a perspective plan. Implementation of the plan is to be monitored regularly and it will be updated every five years.

The National Water Management Plan has been prepared to respond to these challenges and paradigms, with three central objectives consistent with Policy aims and national goals. 

These objectives are: 

· Rational management and wise-use of Bangladesh's water resources 

· People's quality of life improved by the equitable, safe and reliable access to water for production, health and hygiene 

· Clean water in sufficient and timely quantities for multi-purpose use and preservation of the aquatic and water dependent eco-systems 

	[image: image2.png]




	The Development Strategy, agreed in the course of Plan preparation, gave equal importance to each national goal. The Plan is structured in a manner that the objectives of 84 different programmes planned for the next 25 years contribute individually and collectively to attainment of both the overall objectives as well as to intermediate sub-sectoral goals. The programmes are grouped into eight sub-sectoral clusters and spatially distributed across eight planning regions of the country. The three main categories of programmes are Cross-Cutting Programmes, National-level Programmes and Regional Programmes. 
	[image: image4.jpg]Balanced Development Strategy as per NWMP
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	The NWMP programmes are to be implemented by line agencies and others as designated. Each organisation is responsible for planning and implementing its own activities and projects within the NWMP framework. As secretariat to the NWRC, WARPO will monitor progress and impacts and draw to Council's attention issues that require their particular consideration.

	Key Issues of NWMP are as follows: 

	National issues
· River Bank Erosion 

· River Siltation 

· Water Quality (Surface & Ground) 

· Post monsoon drainage 

· Shortage of water for Irrigation 

· Encroachment of river, canal, beel, pond 

Regional issues

North Central 
· Bulk water supplies and pollution clean-up for Dhaka City 

· Encroachment on Buriganga and other rivers 

· Flooding and drainage problems 

· Flood proofing in charlands and low lying areas 

North East 
· Environmental management of the Haor Basin 

· Flash flooding and remedial actions for existing FCD schemes 

· Flood proofing of villages in the Haor Basin 

· Erosion of old Brahmaputra left bank 

South West 
· Preservation of the Sundarbans 

· Restoration of dry season freshwater inflows 

· Maintenance of the coastal embankment system and alleviation of drainage congestion 

· Improved cyclone protection 

· Flood proofing in charlands and low lying areas 

North West 
· Erosion along the right bank of Brahmaputra 

· Flooding and drainage problems 

· Remedial measures for existing FCD(I) schemes 

· Drought in the western fringes 

· Flood proofing in charlands and low lying areas 

South Central 
· Maintenance of the existing coastal embankment system (CES) 

· Siltation and drainage congestion 

· Improved cyclone protection 

· Flood proofing in the charlands and low lying areas 

South East 
· Gaseous aquifers 

· Improved cyclone protection 

· Maintenance of the CES and drainage congestion 

· Protection of accreted lands against tidal flooding 

· Remedial action for existing inland FCDI schemes 

Eastern Hill 
· Small-scale irrigation development 

· Mini-hydropower development in the CHT 

· Improved cyclone protection 

· Maintenance of the coastal embankment system 

River and Estuary 
· An affordable long-term strategy for erosion protection and regional augmentation 

· Flood proofing in the charlands and low lying areas 

· Improved cyclone protection in the Meghna Estuary 

· Erosion of Meghna River 

· Land accretion and land reclamation 

· Timely protection on newly accreted lands 



	
www.warpo.gov.bd/   For detail on NWMP please contact with WARPO.


